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2 The old Arabian names of month depend in great measure as has been shown already upon the season originally there fore the
month most have been approximately fixed in their position by the sufficiently familiar empirical method the same thing is shown
by naming the last months from the pilgrimage Mecca.
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! The safar of this year is declared Holy.
2,0 God | declared one of the two months called safar namely the first to be free and | postponing safar 11 until the next year.
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2 The Egyptians had first tried to take accont of the passing of time by means of the moon, but fortunately for them they discovered
the ambiguities of such a month before being committed to it by religious ceremonies and could thus easily overthrow it in favour
of solar calendar.
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1 One of the unusual feature of Islam is its official acceptance of lunar calendar of twelve lunar months or 354 days this means
that all the months including those of the pilgrimage and the first become about eleven days earlier.

2, The name of the month Ramadan the annual period of fasting and prayer signified originally a time of great heat, but the Arabian
year was divided in to lunar months and there having been no allowance for the fact that twelve of them do not corresponded with a
revolution of the sun they gradually lost their proper positions in the solar year, and at the time which we are now considering

Ramadan Instead of coming at the period of great heat corresponded with portions of December and January .
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